


What is a merit badge?

e Symbol of recognition
o Hard work
o Perseverance
o Progression
e T[wo types:
o Non-Eagle Required (green border)
o Eagle Required (silver border)




Why earn merit badges?

e They are required for rank advancements
e They provide useful knowledge that can help with
o Future jobs/careers/hobbies
o Qutdoor activities
e |If you earn more than required, you achieve “palms” once you get to eagle
scout




When do you start?

e Start earning merit badges once they become required for advancement
o Get a 1-rank headstart
e Prioritize these:
o Eagle Required merit badges
o Ones that teach valuable and applicable life skills
o Ones that require 3-month commitments (Ex: Family Life, Personal
Management)



Steps to earn a merit badge



1

Determine what merit badge you
want to earn

137 total merit badges
o 21 are required for earning
eagle scout
Explore and indulge your
interests

o Scouting.org/meritbadges
and meritbadge.org have
the full list

Consider the merit badges
required for advancement




2

Get a blue card

The Scoutmaster has blue
cards with him at every
meeting

Fill out name of merit badge
Scoutmaster signs the blue
card when he gives it to you
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e Refer to the troop website
(troop604.net) for a list of

counselors in our troop

3 The Scoutmaster has a
physical list of counselors

within the council

Find merit badge counselor(s) If your counselor has to be one
of your parents, ok it first with
the Scoutmaster




4 e Schedule initial appointment
e Include parents in

communications

Contact counselor(s)




e (o to meritbadge.org for the
5 workbook (official

requirements are on
scouting.org/meritbadges)

Print out workbook




Discuss questions you have
about requirements
6 Adult(s) must be present

(preferably parents)
Get approval for the sections
that require counselor approval

Initial meeting with counselor(s)
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Fill out merit badge workbook

Merit badge pamphlets contain
information that helps fill in the
blanks

They can be found at:

o “Troop Library” in the
fireside room
o Scout Store




Go over completed workbook
8 You will be tested on your

knowledge of the merit badge
Meet with counselor(s) by your counselor(s)




9: Fill out blue card

e Ronald Reagan District
e Ventura County Council
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Get the blue card signed

e Signatures needed:

O

©)

Scoutmaster
Merit badge counselor

(after they sign, they take
their portion of the blue
card)




1 1 e Advancement chair
e Make sure to keep the leftover

part in a safe place

Turn in blue card




1 2 e Physical merit badge is
presented at next Court of

Honor

Receive merit badge




Tips

e Budget your time; school/extracurriculars can get in the way
e Summer camp and Merit Badge Midway are very good places to earn more

merit badges in less time
o Be sure to complete prerequisites before attending events

o You can attend any Midway
o Merit badges started at one of these events can be finished with

another counselor



How to Earn a
Merit Badge



